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TOWN OF BAYVIEW, TX BANS LOCAL CHURCH AND SCHOOL 
FROM ITS OWN PROPERTY 

Attorneys File Lawsuit Against Bayview, TX, Alleging Violations of the Constitution, Federal, and 
State Law.  

 
BAYVIEW, TX, July 22, 2014—Today, retired Texas Supreme Court Justice Raul 
Gonzalez, the law firm Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher, LLP, the law firm Colvin, Chaney, Saenz & 
Rodriguez, LLP, and Liberty Institute, on behalf of the Cornerstone Church by the Bay, its pastor 
Hamilton Musser, and the Laguna Madre Christian Academy, filed a lawsuit against the Town of 
Bayview, TX, for enacting an illegal zoning ordinance prohibiting the church and religious school 
from operating on its own property. The attorneys claim the town’s ban is unconstitutional and 
violates state and federal law. To view Plaintiffs’ Original Complaint online, follow this link: http: 
//www.libertyinstitute.org/cornerstone 
 
“Hostile discrimination targeted against a church violates the Constitution, and federal and state 
law,” said Mike Berry, Liberty Institute Senior Counsel. “Bayview should cease with its efforts to 
ban this church and immediately repeal its unconstitutional and illegal zoning ordinance.” 
 
For years, Cornerstone Church by the Bay had to rent space to hold services.  Recently, 
however, it acquired property in Bayview that it wants to use as a church and school.  But in 
June 2014, in an action targeting the church’s use of its property, the Bayview Board of 
Aldermen unanimously voted to enforce a zoning ordinance that completely bans churches and 
schools from the area where Cornerstone Church owns property—despite allowing similar 
nonreligious institutions in that exact same area. 
 
“Bayview cannot prohibit religious institutions while blessing similar institutions that are 
nonreligious,” said Prerak Shah, an attorney at Gibson Dunn. “The town’s actions not only harm 
Cornerstone Church, they desecrate a cornerstone of our Constitution. This type of blatant 
discrimination against religious institutions by a heavy-handed government is what led our 
Founders to enact the First Amendment in the first place.” 
 
The Complaint filed in federal court today states that Bayview’s discriminatory zoning ordinance 
violates the federal Religious Land Use and Institutionalized Persons Act, the Texas Religious 
Freedom Restoration Act, the U.S. Constitution, and the Texas Constitution. It also asks the 
court to declare the law illegal and prohibit Bayview from enforcing it.  
 
Liberty Institute is a nonprofit legal group dedicated to defending and restoring religious liberty 
across America — in our schools, for our churches, in the military and throughout the public 
arena. Liberty’s vision is to reestablish religious liberty in accordance with the principles of our 
nation’s Founders. For information, visit www.LibertyInstitute.org. 
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