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RELIGIOUS EXEMPTIONS AND LANGUAGE IN COVID-19 ORDERS
Explanation of formatting: Those states whose names are BOLDED have a religious exemption of some kind. The bolded states that have 
a star (*) before their name have a robust religious exemption (for others the exemption may be somewhat cursory). States that are not bolded do 
not have an express exemption (for some the order may not extend to ban churches but does not explicitly exempt them), but any language relat-
ed to worship/religious activities is included. The states whose names are in RED have orders that would result in particularly harsh restriction of 
worship. Each state has a link to the relevant order and/or FAQs or guidance on that order.

1. Alabama
a. The Order does not extend to ban religious gatherings, but encourages social distancing. Order

2. Alaska:
a. The order has no religious exemption, however it does have an exemption for “All other businesses that can maintain Social 
Distancing Requirements (defined below) and prohibit congregations of no more than 10 people in the business at a time (including 
employees).”  Governor’s Order, FAQs about the Health’s Order, Essential Infrastructure Attachment A

3. *Arizona:
a. The state’s stay at home order of 3.30.20 provides that essential activities include, “Engaging in constitutionally protected activi-
ties such as speech and religion…provided that such is conducted in a manner that provides appropriate physical distancing to the 
extent feasible.” Executive Order

4. *Arkansas:
a. The order bans gatherings over “more than ten (10) people in any confined indoor or outdoor space…Gatherings subject to this
directive include, without limitation, community, civic, public, leisure, commercial, or sporting events, concerts, conferences, con-
ventions, fundraisers, parades, fairs, and festivals.” Governor’s Order
b. “This directive does not apply to businesses, manufacturers, construction companies, places of worship, the Arkansas General
Assembly, municipal or county governing bodies, or the judiciary,” according to Secretary of Health Dr. Nate Smith.
Article explaining order

5. California:
a. The California order does not mention religious organizations, but the list of essential infrastructure includes “Faith based ser-
vices that are provided through streaming or other technology.” California Essential Infrastructure List

6. Colorado:
a. “In-person pastoral services for individuals who are in crisis or in need of end of life services provided social distancing is ob-
served to the greatest extent possible. Houses of worship may remain open, however, these institutions are encouraged to imple-
ment electronic platforms to conduct services whenever possible or to conduct smaller (10 or fewer congregants), more frequent
services to allow strict compliance with Social Distancing Requirements.” Amended Public Health Order

7. Connecticut:
a. The Order places a “Restriction of Social and Recreational Gatherings to No More Than 5 People. Effective immediately, and
through April 30, 2020, unless earlier modified, extended, or terminated by me, the prior order set forth in Executive Order No.
7D, prohibiting social and recreational gatherings of 50 people or more, is hereby amended and modified to require that all such

https://governor.alabama.gov/assets/2020/03/Amended-Statewide-Social-Distancing-SHO-Order-3.20.2020-1.pdf
https://gov.alaska.gov/home/covid19-healthmandates/
http://dhss.alaska.gov/News/Documents/press/2020/FAQs_03232020-SOA-COVID-19-Health-Mandate-009.pdf
https://gov.alaska.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/03232020-COVID-19-Health-Mandate-010-Attachment-A.pdf
https://azgovernor.gov/sites/default/files/eo_2020-18_stay_home_stay_healthy_stay_connected_1.0.pdf
https://governor.arkansas.gov/images/uploads/executiveOrders/EO_20-10._.pdf
https://www.usnews.com/news/best-states/arkansas/articles/2020-03-25/arkansas-to-ban-some-indoor-social-gatherings-due-to-virus
https://covid19.ca.gov/img/EssentialCriticalInfrastructureWorkers.pdf
https://www.gov.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/3.19.20-attested-EO-N-33-20-COVID-19-HEALTH-ORDER.pdf
https://covid19.colorado.gov/sites/covid19/files/Updated Public Health Order - Authorized Business.32620.pdf
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gatherings of six (6) or more people, including but not limited to, community, civic, leisure, or sporting events; parades; conceits; 
festivals; plays or live performances; conventions; and similar activities, are prohibited throughout the State of Connecticut, except 
that religious, spiritual or worship gatherings shall not be subject to such increased restrictions, and shall instead remain 
subject to the prohibition on gatherings of 50 or more people, provided that they employ reasonable and appropriate 
distancing measures. To further clarify this order, it does not apply to government operations, private workplaces, retail establish-
ments, or other activities that are not social or recreational gatherings.” Order

8. Delaware:
a. The Delaware stay at home order states that, “Houses of worship and other place of religious expression or fellowship (subject 
to the requirements of existing emergency orders, which requirements are not affected by this Order). Further, The list of essential 
infrastructure includes “religious organizations”. Order, DE Industry List

9. Florida: no statewide stay-at-home order. Affected counties may determine what businesses they deem essential.
a. Restricts non-essential businesses in select counties, but allows the counties to determine which businesses are essential. Order

10. Georgia:
a. The order does not discuss religious entities, but in the FAQs it states “Q: Should I go to my house of worship? A: Currently in the 
state of Georgia, gatherings of more than 10 people are not allowed. We understand this is a time when faith communities need to 
stay connected so we certainly support any efforts to provide the opportunity to worship online or electronically.” Order, FAQs

11. Hawaii:
a. “Organizations that provide charitable and social services. Businesses and religious and secular nonprofit organizations, including 
food banks, when providing food, shelter, and social services, and other necessities of life for economically disadvantaged or other-
wise needy individuals, individuals who need assistance as a result of this emergency, and people with disabilities.” Third Proclama-
tion at 5. The COVIDE-19 FAQs state that “Services and activities at places of worship will be suspended.”
FAQs,  Order, Guidance on Order

12. Idaho:
No exemption, but FAQs allow streaming.
a. No exemption for houses worship or religious organizations; however, there is an exemption for businesses that provide “social 
services.” The additional guidance from the state provides “May clergy or church members get together to stream or record religious 
services? Answer:  Yes.  The recording or streaming should be done by the minimum number of individuals necessary, following 
Social Distancing Requirements.  I am grateful to Idaho’s religious leaders for caring for the spiritual needs of their congregations 
during this challenging time.” Order, Additional Guidance

13. Illinois:
a. The Executive Order states that: “Organizations that provide charitable and social services. Businesses and religious and secular 
nonprofit organizations, including food banks, when providing food, shelter, and social services, and other necessities of life for eco-
nomically disadvantaged or otherwise needy individuals, individuals who need assistance as a result of this emergency, and people 
with disabilities.” The FAQs clarify that: “The Executive Order does limit gatherings to no more than ten people and requires social 
distancing.  At the same time, the Executive Order does not otherwise prohibit religious activities and specifically allows religious 
organizations to provide food, shelter, and social services, and other necessities of life, to its congregants and needy individuals. 
Religious organizations are permitted to conduct services and prayer online.” Order, FAQs

https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/Office-of-the-Governor/Executive-Orders/Lamont-Executive-Orders/Executive-Order-No-7N.pdf
https://governor.delaware.gov/health-soe/fourth-state-of-emergency/
https://governor.delaware.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/24/2020/03/DE-Industry-List-3.24-5-pm.pdf
https://www.flgov.com/wp-content/uploads/orders/2020/EO_20-89.pdf
file:///Users/suzanne/Downloads/03.23.20.01 (10).pdf
https://www.gachd.org/frequently-asked-questions-answers-about-covid-19/
https://health.hawaii.gov/docd/files/2020/01/2019_nCoV_FAQ.pdf
https://governor.hawaii.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/2003162-ATG_Third-Supplementary-Proclamation-for-COVID-19-signed.pdf
https://hawaiicovid19.com/statewide-stay-at-home-order-effective-march-25-2020-through-april-30-2020/
https://coronavirus.idaho.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/127/2020/03/statewide-stay-home-order_032520.pdf
https://coronavirus.idaho.gov/additional-guidance-statewide-stay-home-order/
https://www2.illinois.gov/Pages/Executive-Orders/ExecutiveOrder2020-10.aspx
https://www2.illinois.gov/sites/coronavirus/FAQ/Pages/Stay-At-Home-FAQS.aspx#h19
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14. Indiana:
a. The Stay-at-Home order states that “religious facilities, entities and groups, and religious gatherings, provided they adhere to the
CDC’s guidance on social gatherings” are exempt under the “Essential Businesses and Operations” exemption. Order

15. Iowa:
a. The Iowa order states that “Mass Gatherings: Social, community, spiritual, religious, recreational, leisure, and sporting gatherings
and events of more than 10 people are hereby prohibited at all locations and venues, including but not limited to parades, festivals,
conventions, and fundraisers. Planned large gatherings and events must be canceled or postponed until after termination of this
disaster.” Order

16. *Kansas:
a. The Executive Order states that “Religious gatherings, as long as attendees can engage in appropriate social distancing” are “ex-
empt from the prohibitions” of the order. Order.

17. Kentucky:
a. An order from 3.19.20 states that “All mass gatherings are hereby prohibited…Mass gatherings include any event or convening that
brings together groups of individuals, including, but not limited to, community, civic, public, leisure, faith-based, or sporting events;
parades; concerts; festivals; conventions; fundraisers; and similar activities.” An Order put out on 3.25.20 designates as essential
“Organizations that provide charitable and social services. Businesses and religious and secular nonprofit organizations, includ-
ing food banks, when providing food, shelter, and social services, and other necessities of life for economically disadvantaged or
special populations, individuals who need assistance as a result of this emergency, and people with disabilities. These organizations
have a special responsibility to implement social distancing to the fullest extent possible, and to take all necessary actions to stop
the spread of disease, including by stopping in person retail operations.” Order of 3.19.20; Order of 3.25.20

18. Louisiana:
a. The order states that “An activity is essential if the purpose of the activity is one of the following…going to and from an individual’s
place of worship,” and thus can be done consistent with the Stay at Home order. Order

19. Maine:
a. The Maine order provides that “Certain Gatherings. Gatherings of more than 10 people are prohibited throughout the State. Gath-
erings subject to this Order are those that are primarily social, personal, and discretionary events other than employment. Such
gatherings include, without limitation, community, civic, public, leisure, and faith-based events; social clubs; sporting events with
spectators; concerts, conventions, fundraisers, parades, fairs, and festivals; and any similar event or activity in a venue such as an
auditorium, stadium, arena, large conference room, meeting hall, theatre, gymnasium, fitness center or private club.” Order

20. Maryland:
a. The Maryland order states that “Social, community, spiritual, religious, recreational, leisure, and sporting gatherings and events
(“large gatherings and events”) of more than 10 people are hereby prohibited at all locations and venues, including but not limited to
parades, festivals, conventions, and fundraisers.” Order

https://www.in.gov/gov/files/Executive_Order_20-08_Stay_at_Home.pdf
https://governor.iowa.gov/sites/default/files/documents/Public Health Proclamation - 2020.03.22.pdf
https://governor.kansas.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/EO-20-14-Executed.pdf
https://governor.ky.gov/attachments/20200319_Order_Mass-Gatherings.pdf
https://governor.ky.gov/attachments/20200325_Executive-Order_2020-257_Healthy-at-Home.pdf
https://gov.louisiana.gov/assets/Proclamations/2020/JBE-33-2020.pdf
https://www.maine.gov/governor/mills/sites/maine.gov.governor.mills/files/inline-files/Executive Order to Protect Public Health .pdf
https://governor.maryland.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Gatherings-THIRD-AMENDED-3.23.20.pdf
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21. Massachussetts:
a. The Massachusetts order states that “Churches, temples, mosques, and other places of worship shall not be required to close their
brick and mortar premises to workers or the public; provided, however, that such institutions shall be required to comply with all
limitations on gatherings established in section 3 below.” Section 3 states that, “Gatherings of more than 10 people are prohibited
throughout the Commonwealth. Gatherings subject to this order include, without limitation, community, civic, public, leisure, faith-
based, or sporting events, concerts, conferences, conventions, fundraiser, parades, fairs, festivals, wedding, funerals, and any similar
event or activity that brings more than 10 persons in any confined indoor or outdoor space.” COVID-19 Order No. 13.2. Further, the list
of essential services has an exemption for “workers at places of worship.” Order, List of Essential Services

22. *Michigan:
a. “Nothing in this order should be taken to supersede another executive order or directive that is in effect, except to the extent this
order imposes more stringent limitations on in-person work, activities, and interactions. Consistent with prior guidance, a place of
religious worship, when used for religious worship, is not subject to penalty under section 14.” Order

23. Minnesota:
a. The Minnesota order exempts “Faith leaders and workers. This category includes officials, workers, and leaders in houses of
worship and other places of religious expression or fellowship, wherever their services may be needed. This category also includes
workers necessary to plan, record, and distribute online or broadcast content to community members.” Order

24. *Mississippi:
a. The order qualifies religious entities as an “Essential Business or Operation” and thus exempt from the gathering limita-
tion. “Religious entities including religious and faith-based facilities, entities and groups, and religious gatherings provided that
they adhere to the CDC and the Mississippi Department of Health recommendations and guidance to prevent the spread of COVID-19.
Order, MSDH Guidance (which includes recommendations of avoiding gatherings of over 10 where people come into close contact
and to practice social distancing).

25. Missouri: oral exemption by governor
a. The Missouri Department of Health issued a ban on gatherings or more than 20 people, but the governor orally exempted houses
of worship. Order, News article discussing oral exemption

26. Montana:
a. Amended order to run concurrently with POTUS order- CDC Guidance

27. Nebraska: *the Nebraska order affect certain counties rather than applying statewide
a. Guidance on the health orders limiting social gatherings state that “For the period from March 16-31, 2020, it is critical that: Social
gatherings be limited to 10 or less people…This guidance applies to all previously planned social gatherings including church
services, funerals, weddings, parades, and festivals.” Link to Health Orders, Guidance

28. *Nevada:
a. The Social distancing guidance states that: “To our faith leaders, I respectfully request that if you are unable to provide for social
distancing protocols, you consider postponing services for your congregations.” Order, Social distancing guidance

https://www.mass.gov/doc/march-23-2020-essential-services-and-revised-gatherings-order/download
https://www.mass.gov/doc/covid-19-essential-services/download
https://www.michigan.gov/whitmer/0,9309,7-387-90499_90705-522626--,00.html
https://www.leg.state.mn.us/archive/execorders/20-20.pdf
https://www.sos.ms.gov/Education-Publications/ExecutiveOrders/1463.pdf
https://msdh.ms.gov/msdhsite/_static/14,21866,420.html
https://health.mo.gov/living/healthcondiseases/communicable/novel-coronavirus/pdf/social-distancing-order.pdf
https://www.kctv5.com/coronavirus/missouri-gov-parson-now-requiring-social-distancing/article_b7ca5e0e-6ae7-11ea-b811-bbf77d5502b0.html
http://dhhs.ne.gov/Pages/Coronavirus.aspx
http://dhhs.ne.gov/Documents/COVID-19-Events-Public-Gatherings-Schools Guidance.pdf
http://gov.nv.gov/News/Emergency_Orders/2020/2020-03-24_-_COVID-19_Declaration_of_Emergency_Directive_007/
https://nvhealthresponse.nv.gov/information-for/event-organizers/
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29. New Hampshire:
a. Exhibit A of the stay-at-home order exempts religious entities: “Workers at places of worship” are deemed “Entities that fall under
this guidance shall continue to operate with necessary staff to complete critical and essential functions.” The Order states that “This
Order shall not apply to any church, synagogue, mosque, or other house of worship, provided that those organizations must still
comply with Emergency Order #16.” Order #16 states that “In accordance with updated CDC guidelines, the following activities are
hereby prohibited within the State of New Hampshire: Scheduled gatherings of 10 people or more for social, spiritual and
recreational activities, including but not limited to, community, civic, public, leisure, faith based, or sporting events; parades;
concerts; festivals; conventions; fundraisers; and similar activities. This prohibition does not apply to the General Court, day-
to-day operations of for profit or not for profit organizations and State Government, or gatherings for urgent medical purposes
such as blood drives or meetings of medical personnel to discuss efforts to com hat the COVD-19 pandemic.” Exhibit A of Order. Order,
Order #16

30. *New Jersey:
a. The New Jersey order provides that “[L]eaving the home for an educational, religious, or political reason;” is a permitted activity.
Order

31. *New Mexico:
a. The state order provides that “Mass gathering does not include individuals congregated in a church, synagogue, mosque, or other
place of worship.” Public Health Order of 03-23-2020 at (6). The FAQS further explain that “Are there any exemptions to the 5-or-more
rule? A: Yes. If five or more people live together, they are exempt inside their residence. Also exempt are churches, synagogues,
mosques or other places of worship.”  Order, FAQs

32. *New York:
a. Guidance on the order states that “Houses of worship are not ordered closed however it is strongly recommended not to hold
congregate services.  If held, social distance must be maintained and compliance with DOH guidance, which can be found at https://
coronavirus.health.ny.gov/information-providers.” The Guidance further provides that “Businesses ordered to close on Monday, March
15, 2020 under the restrictions on any gathering with 50 or more participants, including but not limited to, bars, restaurants, gyms,
movie theaters, casinos, auditoriums, concerts, conferences, worship services, sporting events, and physical fitness centers, are
presumed to be compliant with NYS issued restrictions and must remain closed and are not eligible for designation as an
essential business for purposes of this guidance. (The earlier order stated that “any large gathering or event (concert, conference,
worship service, performance before a large audience, etc.) shall be cancelled or postponed if more than fifty persons are expected
in attendance, at any location in New York State until further notice.” Order 202.3) Guidance, Order 202.10

33. North Carolina:
a. The stay at home order lists as an essential activity “travel to and from a place of worship.” The FAQs state that “places of worship”
are exempt but that “The Order allows individuals to attend their places of worship if they follow the mass gathering ban and do
not have more than 10 people assembled. Social distancing should be practiced. Places of worship are encouraged to stream their
services online to accommodate people complying with the Order.”  Order, FAQs

34. *North Dakota:
a. Order does not refer to houses of worship in enumeration of facilities that must close. The guidance states that, “Any attempts to
implement social distancing in cultural & religious gatherings should be informed by cultural & religious leaders.” Order, Guidance

https://www.governor.nh.gov/news-media/emergency-orders/documents/emergency-order-17-ex-a.pdf
https://www.governor.nh.gov/news-media/emergency-orders/documents/emergency-order-17-1.pdf
https://www.governor.nh.gov/news-media/emergency-orders/documents/emergency-order-16.pdf
https://nj.gov/infobank/eo/056murphy/pdf/EO-107.pdf
https://cv.nmhealth.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/SignedPHO03-24-2019.pdf
https://cv.nmhealth.org/stay-at-home-faqs/
https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/no-2023-continuing-temporary-suspension-and-modification-laws-relating-disaster-emergency
https://esd.ny.gov/guidance-executive-order-2026
https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/no-20210-continuing-temporary-suspension-and-modification-laws-relating-disaster-emergency
https://files.nc.gov/governor/documents/files/EO121-Stay-at-Home-Order-3.pdf
https://files.nc.gov/governor/documents/files/200327_FAQ-SAH-Order_FINAL.pdf
https://www.governor.nd.gov/sites/www/files/documents/executive-orders/Executive Order 2020-6.1 expanded business closures.pdf
https://www.health.nd.gov/sites/www/files/documents/Files/MSS/coronavirus/NDDoH_Event_Recommendations.pdf
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35. *Ohio:
a. Listed as essential businesses and operations in the order are: “Organizations that provide charitable and social services. Busi- 
nesses and religious and secular nonprofit organizations, including food banks, when providing food, shelter, and social services, 
and other necessities of life for economically disadvantaged or otherwise needy individuals, individuals who need assistance as 
a result of this emergency, and people with · disabilities;…Religious entities. Religious facilities, entities and groups and religious 
gatherings, including weddings and funerals.” Order

36. Oklahoma:
a. Executive Department Executive Memorandum 2020-01 exempts “faith-based services that are provided through streaming or 
other technology.” According to Order 2020-07, this exemption applies to the requirement that “all businesses not identified as being 
within a critical infrastructure sector…shall close.” Further, limits gatherings to 10 or fewer people. Order 2020-01, Order 2020-07

37. Oregon:
a. Oregon enumerated what places are closed and does not list houses of worship. However, businesses and nonprofits must work 
remotely to the extent possible and to the extent not possible must practice social distancing or close until they show compliance. 
All gatherings over 25 are cancelled and over 10 are recommended to not occur. Orders

38. Pennsylvania:
a. “Religious institutions” are exempt from the stay at home order. Guidance, Governor’s Order, Secretary of Health’s Order.

39. Rhode Island:
a. Stay at home order of March 28, 2020 states that “All gatherings of more than five (5) people in any public or private space such 
as an auditorium, stadium, arena, large conference room, meeting hall, library, theater, place of worship, parade, fair, festival, park or 
beach, are prohibited.” Order

40. *South Carolina—AG and Chief Law Enforcement Officer interpret the order to be inapplicable to religious gatherings.
a. “I hereby authorize any and all law enforcement officers of the State, or any political subdivision thereof, to do whatever may be 
deemed necessary to maintain peace and good order during the State of Emergency and to enforce the provisions of any Order 
issued by the undersigned in connection with the same…I hereby authorize, order, and direct any and all law enforcement officers 
of the State, or any political subdivision thereof, in accordance with section 16-7-10 of the South Carolina Code of Laws and other ap-
plicable law, to prohibit or disperse any congregation or gathering of people, unless authorized or in their homes, in groups of three 
(3) or more people, if any such law enforcement official determines, in their discretion, that any such congregation or gathering of 
people poses, or could pose, a threat to public health.” Order

b. However, guidance from the Attorney General states that power of enforcement is limited by constitutional protections and lists as
examples, “freedom of religion inherent in a church or other religious meeting, or a wedding or funeral…”AG’s Guidance

c. Further, “SLED [South Carolina Law Enforcement Division] Chief Mark Keel said that he had no concerns with the constitutional
matters raised by the Wilson’s opinion, ‘I’ve had a couple of sheriffs call me about whether or church gatherings are allowed and I’ve
told them in my opinion, it doesn’t cover church,’ Keel said.” New Source quoting Chief of SLED

41. South Dakota:
a. Order: does not apply to places of worship. Order

https://coronavirus.ohio.gov/static/DirectorsOrderStayAtHome.pdf
https://www.sos.ok.gov/documents/executive/1921.pdf
https://www.sos.ok.gov/documents/executive/1924.pdf
https://www.oregon.gov/gov/Documents/executive_orders/eo_20-12.pdf
https://www.governor.pa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/03.23.20-Stay-At-Home-Order-Guidance.pdf
https://www.governor.pa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/03.23.20-TWW-COVID-19-Stay-at-Home-Order.pdf
https://www.governor.pa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/03.23.20-SOH-Stay-at-Home-Order.pdf
http://www.governor.ri.gov/documents/orders/Executive-Order-20-14.pdf
https://governor.sc.gov/sites/default/files/Documents/Executive-Orders/2020-03-23 eFILED Executive Order No. 2020-13 - Authorizing Law Enforcement to Preserve Public Health.pdf
https://www.sccounties.org/sites/default/files/uploads/resources/bradley._extraordinary_powers_of_the_governor_02245198xd2c78.pdf
https://www.thestate.com/news/coronavirus/article241474971.html
https://news.sd.gov/newsitem.aspx?id=26560
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42. *Tennessee:
a. “Organizations that Provide Charitable and Social Services. This includes, but is not limited to: businesses and religious and
secular nonprofit organizations, including food banks, when providing food, shelter, social services, and other necessities of life for
economically disadvantaged or individuals otherwise in need, individuals who need assistance as a result of this emergency, or
persons with disabilities;
“Religious and Ceremonial Functions. This includes, but is not limited to: religious facilities, entities, groups, personnel, services, rites,
and gatherings, including weddings and funerals, provided that the Health Guidelines set forth in Executive Order No. 22 are followed
to the greatest extent practicable.” Order

43. Texas:
a. The Texas order bans gatherings of more than 10 consistent with CDC guidance.
Executive Order, Order from the Commissioner of Public Health

44. Utah:
a. The FAQs state that “Social distancing means staying away from mass gatherings (e.g., stadiums, theaters, shopping centers,
schools, community events, church), avoiding local public transportation (e.g., bus, taxi, TRAX, ride share), and maintaining distance
(approximately 6 feet) from others. This is a strategy public health uses often for other respiratory diseases such as influenza.” FAQs

b. The text of the order exempts “Faith leaders and workers, including an official, worker, or leader in a house of worship or other
places of religious expression or fellowship, wherever their services may be needed. Faith leaders and workers also include a worker
necessary to plan, record, and distribute online or broadcast content to community members.” Order

45. Vermont:
a. “Except as set forth below, effective Wednesday, March 25, 2020 at 5 p.m., subject to closures and limitations provided in prior 
orders, all businesses and not-for-profit entities in the state shall suspend in-person business operations. These businesses and 
not-for profit entities are encouraged to develop business strategies, procedures and practices such as using an on-line presence, 
telephone and web-based service delivery and phone or online orders for curb-side pick-up and delivery.” Order, Guidance

46. Virginia:
a. Virginia’s order exempts from the stay at home order “Traveling to and from one’s resident, place of worship, or work;” but holds 
that “All public and private in-person gatherings of more than ten individuals are prohibited. This includes parties, celebrations, 
religious, or other social events, whether they occur indoor or outdoor.” The FAQ Guidance on the Order states: “What about reli- 
gious services? Can I still go to my church, synagogue, or mosque? Virginians are strongly encouraged to seek alternative means of 
attending religious services, such as virtually or via “drive-through” worship. Places of worship that do conduct in person services 
must limit gatherings to 10 people, to comply with the statewide 10-person ban.”  Order, FAQs

47. Washington:
a. Washington’s order states that it is a “Proclamation to impose a Stay Home – Stay Healthy Order throughout Washington State by 
prohibiting all people in Washington State from leaving their homes or participating in social, spiritual and recreational 
gatherings of any kind regardless of the number of participants… All people in Washington State shall immediately cease 
participating in all public and private gatherings and multi-person activities for social, spiritual and recreational purposes, 
regardless of the number of people involved, except as specifically identified herein. Such activity includes, but is not limited to,

https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/pub/execorders/exec-orders-lee22.pdf
https://gov.texas.gov/uploads/files/press/EO-GA_08_COVID-19_preparedness_and_mitigation_FINAL_03-19-2020_1.pdf
https://gov.texas.gov/uploads/files/press/DECLARATION_of_public_health_disaster_Dr_Hellerstedt_03-19-2020.pdf
https://coronavirusdownload.utah.gov/Governor/Stay_Home_Directive_FAQs.pdf
https://governor.vermont.gov/sites/scott/files/documents/ADDENDUM 6 TO EXECUTIVE ORDER 01-20.pdf
https://accd.vermont.gov/content/stay-home-stay-safe-sector-specific-guidance
https://www.governor.virginia.gov/media/governorvirginiagov/executive-actions/EO-55-Temporary-Stay-at-Home-Order-Due-to-Novel-Coronavirus-(COVID-19).pdf
https://www.governor.virginia.gov/media/governorvirginiagov/governor-of-virginia/pdf/Frequently-Asked-Questions-Regarding-EO-53.pdf
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community, civic, public, leisure, faith-based, or sporting events; parades; concerts; festivals; conventions; fundraisers; and similar 
activities. This prohibition also applies to planned wedding and funeral events. This prohibition shall remain in effect until midnight 
on April 6, 2020, unless extended beyond that date…. To implement this mandate, I hereby order that all people in Washington State 
are immediately prohibited from participating in public and private gatherings of any number of people for social, spiritual and 
recreational purposes…” Order

48. *West Virginia:
a. The Order lists “going to and from a place of worship” as an essential activity and as an essential organization “Religious facilities,
entities, and groups and religious gatherings, including weddings and funerals; provided that such gatherings should still practice
proper social distancing of six feet between persons to the greatest extent possible.” Order, FAQs

49. *Wisconsin:
a. The Wisconsin order exempts “Organizations that provide charitable and social services. Businesses and religious and secular
nonprofit organizations, including prevocational group supportive employment, food banks and food pantries, when providing food,
shelter, and social services, and other necessities of life for economically disadvantaged or otherwise needy individuals, individu-
als who need assistance as a result of this public health emergency, and people with disabilities… Religious facilities, entities,
groups, and gatherings, and weddings and funerals, except that any gathering shall include fewer than 10 people in a room or
confined space at a time and individuals shall adhere to Social Distancing Requirements as much as possible.” Order

50. Wyoming:
a. Statewide Public Heath Order #3 provides that: “Gatherings of ten people or more are prohibited in order to help stop the
spread of COVID-19 and protect the health of the public.” Order

- Washington D.C.:
a. The Mayors order exempts “Travel required to visit a house of worship” as an essential activity. Stay at Home Order However,
houses of worship are not deemed an essential business for the purposes of gathering. Gathering Order. The Additional information
from the Gathering order state that “Did the Mayor close churches? No, but large gatherings of ten or more people are prohibited,
so as a practical matter, most churches are not holding services. Weddings and funerals may only be 10 or fewer people.  Houses of
worship can maintain basic business operations, and many open their doors to people who walk in who want a quiet place to pray
alone. Many congregations are also maintaining their social service programs to deliver essential items like food to people who are
at home or helping others get to medical appointments.” Additional Information

https://www.governor.wa.gov/sites/default/files/proclamations/20-25 Coronovirus Stay Safe-Stay Healthy %28tmp%29 %28002%29.pdf
https://coronavirus-wvgovstatus-cdn.azureedge.net/STAY_AT_HOME_ORDER.pdf
https://dhhr.wv.gov/COVID-19/Pages/Governor-Issues-Stay-at-Home-Order.aspx
https://evers.wi.gov/Documents/COVID19/EMO12-SaferAtHome.pdf
https://health.wyo.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Continuation-of-Statewide-Order-2.pdf
https://coronavirus.dc.gov/release/mayor-bowser-issues-stay-home-order
https://coronavirus.dc.gov/sites/default/files/dc/sites/mayormb/release_content/attachments/Mayor%27s Order 2020-053 Closure of Non-Essential Businesses and Prohibiti....pdf
https://coronavirus.dc.gov/release/mayor-bowser-orders-closure-non-essential-businesses



