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Blue Ridge Academy Mission and Vision Statement 
 
Mission Statement 
The mission of Blue Ridge Academy is to provide a safe, collaborative and individualized learning experience in 
partnership with families and the community. Our independent study model allows our students opportunities 
to grow in an environment of inclusion, individualization and accountability. We will provide support and 
resources to students and families to ensure success towards their goals academically, emotionally, and socially.  
 

Vision Statement 
The vision of Blue Ridge Academy is to support and empower students to demonstrate the values and skills that 
promote knowledge and critical thinking. Our students are prepared to thrive in and contribute to their 
communities with kindness, respect, integrity and purpose.  
 
 

Description of the Program 
Blue Ridge respects a family's right to educate their children and strives to offer innovative, personalized 
learning options for all families. Our programs engage students with a truly personalized learning plan based 
on their own interests and specific learning needs while preparing them for success both now and in the future. 
Enrollment in our independent study program is tuition free. 
 
Our programs provide students with many opportunities: 
 

 Learn at home or on the go with options for flexible, standards based learning pathways using choices 
of curriculum, online platforms, and or bundled textbook programs 

 Receive guidance, support, and assistance in person and virtually from your assigned credentialed 
Homeschool Teacher 

 Optional field trips and community events 
 Numerous and diverse vendor services and programs
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Schoolwide Learner Outcomes (SLOs) 
 
At BR, we have goals for our students. They are known as our Schoolwide Learner Outcomes, and they 
represent what students at Blue Ridge Academy engage in and strive to achieve when they work through our 
program. The SLOs are a part of our school culture, and they reflect our school vision, the College and Career 
Readiness standards, the education of the whole child, and the values of our homeschool community. 
Teachers, students, and parents partner together throughout the year to review and reflect on student 
progress of the SLOs. SLOs are also an important part of the WASC pr
commitment to support student learning. 
 
 

 
 
Navigators of the Digital World 
Navigators of the digital world who are proficient in the use of technology, media, and online resources 
 
Self-Directed 
Self-directed and motivated students who are able to set attainable goals to achieve academic success.  
 
Personalized Learners 
Personalized Learners who are able to thrive in the style of education that best fits their individual needs. 
 
Independent Critical Thinkers 
Independent Critical Thinkers who have the ability to problem solve, take ownership and apply their 
knowledge to a variety of problems. 
 
Responsible Citizens 
Responsible Citizens who demonstrate integrity and respect while actively seeking knowledge of local and 
global issues. 
 
Effective Communicators 
Effective Communicators who can thoughtfully articulate their thinking with confidence while collaborating 
with peers.  
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Curriculum Choices & Learning Paths 
 

s academic program is designed to be extremely flexible and customizable. Working 
together, credentialed teachers and parents design a learning plan for each student that can 
incorporate: 
 

 A variety of curriculum options and platforms 
 Academic support including interventions 
  
 Seemingly limitless enrichment resources, materials, and experiences 
 School sponsored learning enrichment, field trips, and student activities 
 A blend of virtual and in-person support 

 
If you are looking for an engaging, easy-to-follow learning platform, explore the options below managed by our 
Curriculum Department. Other curriculum options such as Timberdoodle, Bookshark, Moving Beyond the Page, 
BYU Independent Study, UC Scout, and many more can be ordered through the Procurify System. 
 

Blue Ridge Academy curricula include learning paths and platforms designed to address the needs of all students 
including: 
 

 English Language Learners 
 Students in Special Education 
 Students with 504 Plans 
 Socioeconomically Disadvantaged Youth 
 Homeless/Foster Youth 
 Gifted & Talented 

To ensure students enjoy learning and feel prepared for life after school, our Blue Ridge curriculum department 
works closely with partners to offer the opportunity to enroll in engaging online platforms and we encourage 
you to explore these options below. As well, students are provided with access to supplemental yearly 
subscriptions such as MobyMax, BrainPop, NetTutor, Touch-Type, Read Spell, and others. Other homeschool-
friendly curriculum options can be ordered through our Enrichment department.  
 
 

Objectionable Materials 
 
Blue Ridge Academy aims to remove any barriers to learning so that all students are able to make personal and 
academic progress. If your family finds certain lessons or materials in a particular unit of study to be 
objectionable for various personal reasons, please contact your Homeschool Teacher and she/he will work with 
you to identify alternative lessons to meet the lesson objectives. 
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Academic Expectations 
 
TK-8th Grade 
 
Families choose to enroll at BR for a variety of reasons, but at the cornerstone of each decision is a supportive 
partnership between the family and their chosen/assigned credentialed Homeschool Teacher. Our school 
provides the tools and guidance for students to experience a high quality education by providing access to 
personalized curriculum and instruction. Students need to be engaged in learning each school day. Families and 
credentialed Homeschool Teachers work together to provide support for struggling students. Families are 
required to meet with their credentialed Homeschool Teacher once every 20 school days. 
 
 

High School 
 
All high school students enrolled at BR will discuss and create an Individualized Graduation Plan (IGP) with their 
Homeschool Teacher. Short and long term goals will be created based on the needs of each student. A guidance 
counselor is also assigned to each student and will review the IGP. Students must be enrolled in a minimum of 
four courses each semester and should complete a minimum of five courses each semester (25 units) to remain 
on track for graduation. Students are expected to meet with their teacher regularly to ensure adequate 
progress is made toward completing courses. 
 
 

I CAN Statements 
 
I CAN statements are family friendly guides that can be used to help your family and ensure your students are 
on track for their grade level. All learning objectives for Math, Language Arts, Science and Social Studies are 
provided, written in family-friendly language. I CAN statements help make grade level learning targets clear for 
families and they address the standards students of the same grade learn in all public schools. 
 
 

Academic Integrity 
 
Blue Ridge Academy urges students to conduct themselves ethically and honorably. It is expected that the grade 
a student earns is based upon work that the student has completed. 
 
By definition, Academic Integrity is the moral code or ethical policy of academia. This includes values such as 
avoidance of cheating or plagiarism; maintenance of academic standards; honesty and rigor in academic work. 
 
The following behaviors may be considered as acts that do not uphold Academic Integrity: 

 Plagiarism 
 Talking during a proctored exam 
  
 Allowing others to copy your work 
 Exchanging assignments with other students (either handwritten or computer generated) 
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 Using a computer or other means to translate an assignment/part of a World Language assignment to 
another language 

 Using summaries or commentaries (Cliff Notes, Spark Notes) in lieu of reading the assigned materials 
 Submitting purchased papers 
 Altering a grade (on a computer, on a report card, on an assignment) 
 Taking an exam for someone else 
 Using bribery/blackmail/threats 

 
Any student known to have acted without academic integrity will be subject to disciplinary action in the 
following manner: 
 

 First offense: A grade of F and/or 0% on the assignment/exam with a chance to resubmit within 1 
week and parent/guardian notification 

 Second offense: A grade of F and/or 0% on the assignment/exam with no resubmit and conference 
with parent/guardian 

 Third offense: A grade of F in the class, in person conference, and placement on Academic Probation 
for 1 year 

 Fourth offense: Disciplinary hearing; possible expulsion from the school 

Students placed on Academic Probation may be subject to the following consequences: 
 

 Copy of cheating referral placed in permanent cumulative file 
 Proctored unit tests and finals by a Blue Ridge Academy staff member 
 Restricted from participating in school activities (field trips, prom, graduation) 
 Ineligible to receive letters of recommendation from staff and faculty 
 May restrict activities requiring approval, such as but not limited to, work permits, concurrent 

enrollment, enrichment ordering and other 
 
 

Report Cards 
 
Report Cards - TK-8th 
 
At Blue Ridge Academy, students, parents, and teachers work in partnership to design personalized learning 
plans and goals. The credentialed Homeschool Teacher affirms the learning plan and is guided by the I CAN 
statements. 

Report Cards are not required for grades TK-8, but families may request them from their teacher. While TK-8 
report cards are not required, they are sometimes necessary for other student endeavors such as sports teams, 
insurance, government verifications, etc. Please consider your family participation in these types of activities 
when deciding to request a report card or not. We highly recommend that parents of 7th and 8th grade students 
request a report card as this type of documentation is frequently requested when transitioning into a traditional 

 

Parents of TK-8th grade students have two (2) Report Card options (Option B is the default if you do not make a 
selection): 
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Blue Ridge Academy. NPAs have a certification with the California Department of Education to 
work with school aged students and they are carefully selected by Blue Ridge Academy. 

 
May a family maintain the same special education NPA Providers/individual therapists, if 
they enroll in Blue Ridge Academy and year to year? 
 
Each NPA oversees the scheduling and availability of their services providers. Our Special Education Department 

NPA to start services. 
 
Please note: The Special Education Department is happy to work with families, however we are not able to 
guarantee that they may maintain the same NPA providers/individual therapists. 
 
Should Special Education Teachers be included in the development of a student's education 
plan, designed by the Homeschool Teacher? 
 
Whenever possible, it is recommended that a Special Education Teacher be included in the development of a 

Teacher. While it is not a 
requirement, the involvement of the Special Education Teacher provides an opportunity for the team to get a 

 
 
Shall your Homeschool Teacher collect work samples for students with an IEP? 
 

 

 
 
 

Instructional Planning Amounts 
 
Program Description 
 
At Blue Ridge Academy, we focus on Personalized Learning, a philosophy that truly puts every student first by 
supporting them in honoring and exploring their unique skills, special gifts, talents, and aspirations. In order to 
allow families flexibility on their personalized learning path, BR establishes a planning amount for students for 
educational items and services per full school year. Parents and students are not guaranteed to receive any 
educational items and services up to and equal to this planning amount, as a Homeschool Teacher and the 
Executive Director must approve all requests. The planning amount is also not a mandatory cap limiting the 

 
individualized education program). Families utilize this planning amount to work with their teachers to carefully 
select educational products, such as curriculum, technology items, supplemental enrichment materials, field 
trip opportunities, and services, such as enrichment lessons and classes to fit their goals, learning plans, and 
subjects outlined in their Master Agreement. The Charter School developed this planning amount to help 
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ensure the school provides educational items and services aligned with its budget and to help ensure fair and 
equal treatment of students, to the extent consistent with individual needs. All orders must be secular and are 
approved by your Homeschool Teacher and/or our Enrichment Staff. Instructional Planning Amounts cannot be 
transferred between students.  

Product: 
 Academic Enrichment Materials 
 Curriculum 
 Technology Items* 
 Educational Field Trips 

 
Service: 

 Fine Art Lessons & Classes 
 Performing Art Lessons & Classes 
 Academic Enrichment Classes 
 Physical Education Classes 
 Tutoring Services 
  
 Cooking Classes 
 Gardening Classes 
 Reading and Writing Classes 
 STEM Classes 

 
*The Technology Acceptable Use Acknowledgement must be signed in order to receive the technology equipment. All 
families receive this form through email at the beginning of the year. All families will have access to the list of approved 
vendors/service providers and product/material items. This list is updated on a daily basis throughout the 
school year. 

Instructional Planning Amounts are state funds and are not the property of the parent, nor is any material 
ordered through these planning amounts. All materials ordered through BR with state funding are the property 
of BR. Materials are loaned to enrolled students for educational purposes only. The items must be returned to 
the school at the commencement of the withdrawal process. All materials must be returned to BR within thirty 
days. Families may be billed for any items not returned and student transcripts may be held until all materials 
are returned. 
 
How to Request Services/Products 
 

1. Visit the Blue Ridge Academy Procurify System to request any service or product.  
2. The first time a family uses a vendor for service, they will need to sign and submit a waiver form. 
3. If families are requesting a service, an Enrichment Certificate will be created and sent via email to the 

parent. Students are not able to start services without an Enrichment Certificate. 
4. Families will present the Enrichment Certificate to the vendor. 
5. Each vendor will invoice Blue Ridge Academy for the services listed on the certificate. 
6. Families must place an order for services prior to the start of services. Back dated service orders will not 

be approved.  
7. Blue Ridge Academy pays vendors directly. Parents should not pay vendors for Blue Ridge Academy 
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Student services as we cannot provide payment/reimbursement to families. 
8. To request technology products offered exclusively by our Technology Department (i.e. most 

computers, laptops, tablets, and specific software), please visit the Tech Catalog on our Procurify 
system. This catalogue offers a curated list of current items which require configuration or 
standardization. 

 
How to Request New Vendors 
 

 If a family would like to use a vendor that is not currently on the approved vendor list, a vendor 
application can be requested using this link: Vendor Application 

 Product vendors do not need to be pre-approved. 
 Our Vendor Team will contact the vendor.  
 The vendor approval process is largely dependent on how quickly a vendor returns their application 

and supporting documents. The process could take a couple days to a couple of weeks. Our goal is 
to have the vendor approval process completed within two weeks. 

 Vendors are often more willing to go through the steps to become an approved vendor if you, the 
family that is interested in their products or services, let them know that you are requesting their 
approval through Blue Ridge Academy. This way they will be aware when the application email 
arrives to them from us. 

Tech Catalogue 

 
Choosing technology can be overwhelming. Our Tech Catalogue helps simplify your selection by providing a 
curated list of qualified devices, items, and software. All items offered meet internal standards of quality, 
performance, value, availability, and support. These items can be obtained with Instructional Planning 
Amounts. 
 
Some technology items (e.g. computers, laptops, tablets and printers) require specific configurations, must 
meet certain standards or be purchased through select suppliers, channels, or agreements. 
 

Tech Costs 
 
Most Tech Catalogue items are business-class devices and are not found in local retail stores, so be certain you 
are comparing the exact same models and specs. Remember, all taxes (ex. sales tax) and fees (ex. shipping, CA 
e-waste disposal) are also included in the price you see. Unfortunately, we are not able to price match. 

 
Tech Catalogue pricing also includes software and device licenses, school compliance features, management 
services, enhanced warranties and damage protection, solid state drives (SSD), protective cases, asset tagging 
and inventory, packaging materials, shipping both ways, and lifetime support for the device is standard. These 
items are factored into the Instructional Fund cost of Tech Items. 
 

The following limits have been placed for tech devices assigned to students and families: 
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Work Samples 
 
To meet California Independent Study Guidelines, Work Samples will be required and collected at the end of 
each Learning Period. Students are required to submit work samples as requested by their Homeschool Teacher 
to demonstrate and document student learning. Fai
enrollment status at Blue Ridge Academy. 
 
Acceptable Work Sample Criteria: 
 

 Original or scanned PDF version 
 Demonstrates neat and organized work 
 Demonstrates a good reflection of your child's learning and abilities 
 Includes student's first/last name, subject, and date in the top right hand corner 
 The sample needs to be completed and dated within the collection Learning Period 
 Must be non-sectarian (non-religious) 
 Photographs must include a  
 Samples may be typed or handwritten by the student. Younger students may dictate to 

the parent to write or type for them 

Non-Compliant Work Samples Include: 

 Scanned documents that are difficult to read or are very light 
 A scanned or printed document of a certificate of completion or report from an online 

learning platform 
 Samples completed and dated not within the Learning Period 
 project/concept 
 Incomplete worksheets or work












