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A decorated Army chaplain whose career is saved after 
he was threatened with punishment for living out his 
beliefs

An African American church who can keep its property 
after city officials threatened to take it away

Houses of worship that are free to safely hold services 
and no longer face discriminatory pandemic restrictions 

A Jewish congregation who can finally meet inside a 
private home and not fear punishment by zoning laws

A Hispanic church that can now open a religious school 
without harassment from school board officials

Religious employers who can operate according to their 
beliefs without the threat of unconstitutional vaccine 
mandates

A military veteran’s organization who maintains a POW/
MIA remembrance display with a Bible of a WWII hero

• High school seniors who no longer face censorship  
because their graduation speeches contained religious 
references





students and religious schools.  

We also secured a number of preliminary wins for U.S. 
Navy SEALs and Air Force service members facing 
punishment for requesting religious accommodations 
to vaccine mandates. We continue to fight these  
pivotal cases in federal courts so that our men and 
women in uniform can serve in accordance with  
their faith. 

We won well over a dozen impactful victories. We  
successfully preserved a veteran group’s Bible  
display at a VA Medical Center. We protected a 
college professor who objected to using a student’s 
preferred pronouns that contradicted the student’s 
biological birth. We restored the rights of houses of 
worship to be a force for good in their communities, 
including those of an immigrant Irish pastor in remote 
Walthill, Nebraska, who can once again minister to 
his community and help revitalize his downtown. We 
reversed a city’s decision to shut down an inner-city 
church’s homeless ministry. We reversed the IRS’s 
denial of tax-exempt status to a faith-based nonprofit. 
We restored the rights of a Jewish prisoner to  
receive kosher meals. We put an end to a city’s  
unequal treatment of churches in assessing water 
fees. We overturned a decision by a city’s school  
committee denying a church the ability to start a  
religious school. And we successfully defended rights 
of faith-based organizations, who objected to the  
federal COVID vaccine mandate for employers with 
more than 100 employees.
 
All of these—and many more—legal successes are 
helping to advance religious freedom across America. 
While we celebrate these victories, giving God the  
glory, we know more battles are ahead and our  
mission is far from over.

Soli Deo Gloria,

Jeff Mateer
Executive Vice President & Chief Legal Officer

It’s my privilege and honor to lead First 
Liberty’s incredible legal team. This past 
year we were hugely successful in our 
mission to advance religious liberty—in 
America’s schools, houses of worship and 
faith-based organizations, the military, 
and throughout the marketplace and 
public arena. Let me share with you about 
our success from this past year.  
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Visit www.FirstLiberty.org/2022Financials for more information
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